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The Severn Barrage – and why we oppose it 

There are a number of options for using the Severn Estuary to generate renewable energy. One of the most frequently promoted is a 10-mile long concrete barrage between Cardiff and Weston.  The Government has set up a Severn Tidal Power Feasibility Study to examine the best way of harnessing the natural power of the Severn to generate renewable energy. The Government is due to publish and consult on a shortlist of options early in 2009.  

Stop the Barrage NOW wants to ensure a Barrage isn’t on the Government’s shortlist.

The Stop the Barrage NOW campaign isn’t against renewable energy generation in the Estuary – far from it – but we believe that a Barrage will do more harm than good. Our supporters are drawn from a range of interests, from the maritime community to anglers, to conservationists, demonstrating the wide variety of reasons to oppose a Barrage. Any one of these reasons should make the Government think again. Together they make a compelling case for dropping a Barrage.  

The Marine & Coastal Access Bill

The Marine & Coastal Access Bill is aimed at ensuring clean healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas, by putting in place better systems for delivering sustainable development of marine and coastal environment. As well as establishing a network of marine protected areas to safeguard nationally important species and habitats, the Bill could simplify the management of our activities at sea.

A Barrage is completely incompatible with many of the measures and the general direction of this commendable piece of legislation. 

Marine Licensing

Part 4, Chapter 1 of the Bill deals with Marine Licenses. Clauses 66, 67 and 68 stipulate that, when determining an application for a maritime activity, a licensing authority must have regard for the need to protect human health; the need to protect the environment, including the natural environment and any sites of archaeological interest; and the need to prevent interference with legitimate uses of the sea – which mainly concerns the safe navigation of ships

A Barrage will prevent safe navigation of the Severn

In effect, a Severn Barrage would destroy the Severn’s maritime industry. A number of ports, including Bristol, Sharpness, Gloucester and Cardiff, will be adversely affected by a Barrage, putting tens of thousands of jobs and other businesses reliant on the ports at risk. These general parameters around legitimate uses of the sea are, in fact, backed up by a specific clause (Clause 304) in Part 10 of the Bill, which inserts a new navigational consenting regime into the Energy Act 2008. Under this new regime, specific consents are needed if a project or piece of energy infrastructure causes an obstruction or danger to navigation. A Severn Barrage would need specific consent under this clause, and the amended Energy Act, as well as marine licence as set out in Clauses 66-68.

A Barrage would ruin the Severn’s archaeological heritage

The mudflats and wetlands surrounding the Seven Estuary are home to extremely significant prehistoric archaeology. As the Severn Estuary Levels Research Committee says, these Holocene environments are exceptionally important because of the waterlogged conditions that preserve wooden structures and biological evidence.  

Building a Barrage will reduce the size of the tidal range, permanently submerging the lowest Palaeolithic and Mesolithic sites – these irreplaceable locations, and the lessons they can teach us about our past will be lost forever if a Barrage is built. 

	“Barrage construction will increase erosion in some areas and sediment depositation in others, burying some sites and exposing others to destruction.”   Professor Martin Bell, Reading University


Conserving the Marine Environment

A major facet of this Bill is concerned with protecting the marine environment. Part 5, Chapter 1 (Clauses 113-143) deals with the establishment of Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs). Clause 114 makes it clear that establishing an MCZ is for the purpose of conserving species of flora and fauna, particularly if they are rare or threatened.

Many well-respected NGOs, including the RSPB, the National Trust, WWF and Friends of the Earth are extremely concerned about the massive damage to wildlife in and near the Estuary – including many protected species – which a Barrage would cause. Like us, they believe that other, less damaging renewable solutions are necessary and possible.  

Under the EU’s Habitat’s Directive, a compensatory habitat of around 2,000km2  would have to be found were a Barrage to be built.  This would be one of the largest compensatory habitats ever required and almost impossible in practice to identify.

	“WWF is concerned that a Severn Barrage may impose unacceptable environmental impacts on the Severn Estuary and entail a serious breach of the Habitats Directive.”   WWF-UK Policy Position 


Protecting Fish Stocks 

Fisheries and environmental management arrangements will be strengthened by the Bill so that more effective action can be taken to conserve marine ecosystems and help achieve a sustainable and profitable fisheries sector. As well as the marine conservation clauses detailed above, part 6 of the Bill deals with the management of inshore fisheries. Chapter 1 here (Clauses 145 – 177) provides for the establishment of Inshore Fisheries and Conservation (IFC) districts (Clause 145). 
Clause 149 places a duty on each IFC authority to manage the exploitation of sea fisheries resources in its district. Subsection (2) to the clause sets out the key elements of the each IFC authority’s duty:

· Sustainable exploitation of the fisheries

· Balancing socio-economic benefits with protection of the marine environment

· Balancing the needs of all persons exploiting the district’s fisheries

Well-respected angling groups like the Salmon & Trout Association and the Wye & Usk Foundation have joined the Stop the Barrage NOW campaign because they are hugely concerned about the impact of a Barrage on the stocks of migratory fish in the Estuary. Some 28 species of fish are known to inhabit, via seasonal migration, waters above the recommended site. In addition, it is home to four further species listed as endangered - salmon, twaite shad, common eel and lamprey.  All these stocks would be under risk were a Barrage to be built.  

These welcome protections for rare and endangered fish stocks, as well as the new regulatory framework of the IFC runs completely counter to the damaging impact a Barrage would have on fish stocks in the Severn and its tributaries.

The Bill also modernises powers for the management of salmon and freshwater fisheries (Part 7, Chapter 3, Clauses 205-223).  This parts of the Bill reforms:

· the licensing system of fishing activities

· byelaw making powers of the Environment Agency

· authorisation scheme for the movement of live fish  

This will enable the Agency to reduce overall exploitation of freshwater fish stocks, control potentially damaging movements of live fish and give greater flexibility when dealing with fisheries management issues. Once again, the strengthened protection for salmon and freshwater fisheries this Bill provides is to be applauded – and runs absolutely contrary to the impact of a Severn Barrage. 
	 “There is absolutely no net benefit in any such scheme, which would destroy unique natural features and threaten already endangered species.”    Salmon & Trout Association


Contact max@stopthebarrage.com or visit www.stopthebarrage.com for more details

