EU boss cool
over barrage

‘£14bn plan
to generate
energy must
be treated

with caution’

By Michael Ribbeck
m.ribbeck@bepp.co.uk

ne of Europe’s

most  senior

politicians has

called for

caution over

plansto build a
£14 billion barrage across
the Severn Estuary.

The EU’s Energy Commis-
sioner, Andris Piebalgs, has
been on a fact-finding mis-
sion to look at what the re-
gion has to offer in terms of
renewable energy schemes.

After seeing the plans for a
massive tidal barrier which
would harness the power of
the Severn he appeared less
than enthusiastic.

The Government has al-
ready been supportive of the
scheme, which could produce
asmuch asfive per centofthe
country’s energy needs.

A feasibility study is un-
der way for the barrage,
which could create 40,000
jobs by 2020, but the com-

missioner believes other fac-
tors must be taken into ac-

count.
back the barrage
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— Andris Piebalgs

Mr Piebalgs said: “When it
comes to a scheme of this
nature and size people have
to be realistic and there
needs to be some patience.

“There is no doubt that
this amajor scheme and if it
went ahead it would have a
big impact in terms of the
amount of energy generated
but there are a lot of factors
that need to be taken into
account before it can go
ahead.

“It is premature to back
the scheme —therehasto bea
close look at the technology
and its impact.

“The impact on the envi-
ronment, the available tech-
nology and the impact on the
region all need to be ad-

It is premature to

dressed. There is also the
issue of the port and the local
economy. It should be re-
membered that the barrage
could have an adverse effect
on all of those.”

As well as visiting the pro-

posed site of the barrage at
Weston-super-Mare Mr
Piebalgs was briefed on a
range of renewable energy
schemes including the Avon-
mouth Docks Wind Park —
the first major wind turbines
in the Bristol area.

The commissioner was ac-
companied by senior repre-
sentatives from the South
West Regional Development
Agency and Graham Watson,
South West of England MEP.

Speaking on the subject of
the area and the leading role
it plays in developing renew-
able energy schemes, he
said: “Thereis no doubt that
the will and the technology is

available in the South West.
The region has come a long
way in the last decade and is

now leading the way in terms
of the technology and the
research.

“The South West is
Britain’s leading region for
renewable energy and it is
important that this is recog-
nised in Brussels.”

Claire Gibson, director of
planning, transport and the
environment at the South
West RDA, said: “The EU En-
ergy Commissioner’s visit is
a great opportunity for the
South West to demonstrate
how it is an internationally
important centre of excel-

lence for renewable energy
with huge potential for fu-
ture growth.

“Renewable energy is not
only vital for the future of a
low-carbon economy but also
a great economic opportu-
nity. We are blessed with
abundant natural resources
in the South West that make
us well placed to make use of
our own indigenous sources
of energy.”

Patrick Kearon, of the Bris-
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tol Port Company, said: “We
are delighted that the com-
missioner visited the port.
We are already generating
three-quarters of our energy
from the wind and intend to

install more turbines. We
told the commissioner of our
concerns regarding some of
the tidal energy proposals
and the impediment there
will be to shipping and the
vitality of the ports.

“With the right tidal pro-
ject we believe the South
West can remain at the fore-
front of environmental ini-
tiatives without adverse eco-
logical and economic im-
pacts.”

Theregion’srenewableen-
ergy sector is worth £215mil-
lion ayear and has seen a 37
per cent year-on-year growth
in employment over the past
three years.
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